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Bengals Read 2010 

A Note to Parents:

Please encourage your students to complete their reading in a timely manner.  Also, you may enjoy discussing the readings with them.  Most importantly, we hope you will help your students choose their summer reading books.  Because it is difficult to suggest a list of books suitable for all tastes and maturity levels, we rely on parents to review their children’s books to ensure that they are appropriate.  No one can make a better decision for your child.

Choose at least one of the books listed below to read this summer.

Fiction
Classics
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Fantasy/SciFi
*Graceling by Kristin Cashore
*Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman
Historical Romance

The Luxe by Anna Godbersen
Mystery/Suspense
Jude by Kate Morgenroth
Short Stories

145th Street by Walter Dean Myers

True to Life Tales
*The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn
*Jerk, California by Jonathan Friesen

Night Hoops by Carl Deuker
Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer
Graphic Novels
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
Rapunzel’s Revenge by Shannon Hale

Nonfiction
Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science by John Fleischman
Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
Navajo Code Talkers by Nathan Aaseng
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown
When I Was Puerto Rican a memoir by Esmeralda Santiago 
Projects

Complete one of the activities outlined below for the book you chose.  Don’t forget to indicate the title of the book, your name and grade level (2010-2011 school year).  Projects are to be turned in to your classroom English teacher on the first full day of school and will count toward your first quarter English grade.  Be prepared to give a brief presentation of your project.  Presentations will occur in the library during the first full week of class (schedule permitting).  
1. Book Review
Write a concise review of the book.  Start with a brief summary of what the book is about (1-2 paragraphs).  How would you describe the book to a friend?  Follow it with your opinion of the book (1-2 paragraphs).  Did you like the book?  Was it well written?  Would you recommend it to others and why or why not?  If so, to whom would you recommend it?  Does it remind you of another book?  If so, what book and why?  If it is a graphic novel, evaluate the relationship between pictures & text. Finally, rank the book on a scale of one to five stars.  Your rating should reflect what you have written in your review.  Final document should be typed & double spaced.

2. Soundtrack/Playlist
If the book were a movie, what songs would be on the soundtrack?  Collect 6-8 appropriate songs that you think are representative of the book. Include a short audio clip from each song and the lyrics of each song (these are usually available on the internet).  Briefly indicate which song goes with which part of the book and why you chose that song.  The final product should be in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.

3. Book jacket
Design your own book jacket for the book.  The art can be done by hand or computer, but in either case do not simply copy the existing cover; this should be your own interpretation.  The front should include the title and author.  The front flap should have a brief summary (2-3 sentences) of the book in your own words.  The back flap should include author information.  The back should include a brief review (yours, not from another reviewer), with the number of stars it rates (out of five) and a few words describing your opinion of book.  The summary, author info and review should be typed unless you have excellent handwriting.
4. Character Study Collage 
Create an 11x14 or 16x20 collage representing one of the main characters from the book.  Be sure that the character’s name is featured prominently, and the pictures/words used reflect him/her.  Include a typed paragraph on back describing the character and outlining why the elements used in the collage were chosen.
5. Poster
Your book has been made into a film. Create the movie poster using your own hand drawn or computer generated artwork.  You must also include an original, catchy tagline or slogan.  This is your chance to act as casting director and cast real actors as the main characters.  Please use standard poster board (approx. 22” x 28”) for the final product.  For tips on a good movie poster, see this online introduction for tips (do not follow the assignment instructions on the webpage).
6. Timeline
Create a timeline with 8-10 important events from the book.  Briefly describe each point on the timeline in your own words.  Use pictures (copied from the book or your own) to illustrate the timeline.  The finished product should be colorful and visually appealing, and can be computer generated or done by hand.  Unless you have excellent handwriting, please type your commentary.
7. Video Trailer
Create a Photo Story 3 video trailer for the book.  Download images (pictures, photos, scans), add your voiceover and background music.  See http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6722845.html?nid=4302&source=link&rid=16913361 for more information.  
8. Cartoon
Create an 6-9 panel cartoon representation of the book using an online cartoon creator such as www.toondoo.com, software such as Comic Life, or drawing it by hand.  Cartoons should be printed out in color (unless you are choosing black and white for artistic reasons) and mounted in sequence on cardstock.  If your book is a graphic novel, panels that are copied or cut from the book will not be accepted.  This should be your own interpretation.
Questions?  Email Ms. Brada at mbrada@stbenedict.com
Have a great summer and happy reading!

*books on 2011 Abe Lincoln Award list
